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The Devel opnent Research Centre on Citizenship, Participation and
Accountability, or Citizenship DRC, is an international research
partnership exploring new fornms of citizenship. It involves a network
of researchers and practitioners working with research institutions
and civil society organisations located in 7 different countries —
Bangl adesh, Brazil, India, Mexico, N geria, South Africa and the UK
The Citizenship DRC is coordinated fromthe Participation Goup at
the Institute of Devel opment studies at |IDS
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1. RECENT DRC ACTIVITIES

Eur opean Soci al Forum London, October 2005

The DRC Coordi nation Team participated in the European Social Forum
and engaged in discussions on North-South relations, rights,
accountability, transnational citizenship, anmongst others.

Central Advisory Review G oup (CARG Meeting, October 2004

The Central Advisory Review Group is a committee fornmed by experts in
the devel opnent field fromaround the world as well as donor
representatives. This comrttee evaluates annually the work done by
the Citizenship DRC and provi des reconmendati ons on how t he
Citizenship DRC can inprove its practice and organi zation in al

areas of its work. The CARG held its annual review of the work of the
Citizenship DRC at the end of October 2004. The Citizenship DRC
annual report 2003-2004 is avail able on our website: ww.drc-
citizenship.org

Devel opnent Studi es Associ ati on (DSA) Conference, Novenber 2004
The Citizenship DRC organi zed an informational stall at the DSA
Conference that was held in Novenber in London. Over 450 people
attended the conference included policy makers, researchers,
practitioners, NGO canpai gn people, consultants, students and
journalists.

2. UPCOM NG EVENTS

‘Realising Rights and Claimng Accountabilities’ research programme
write-shop, Nigeria, February 2005

The ‘Realising Rights and Cl ainmng Accountabilities’ research
programme will be holding a wite-shop in Nigeria in February 2005.
The purpose of this wite-shop is to develop drafts for the
forthcom ng Zed Books volunme ‘Rights and Resources: the politics of
accountability’, edited by Peter Newell and Joanna \Weel er. The
meeting will also include a field visit to the work currently being
carried out by TFDC, the Citizenship DRC Nigerian partner.

Ri ght s- Based Approaches to Devel opnent Conference, Manchester
February 2005

Researchers fromthe Citizenship DRC will be presenting papers on a
panel on rights-based approaches to devel opment in ‘ The Wnners and
Losers from Ri ghts-Based Approaches to Devel opnent. Wat can be

gai ned and what m ght be | ost through adopting a rights-based



approach to pro-poor devel opnent?, a conference hosted by the
Institute for Devel opnent Policy and Management, University of
Manchester, to be held at the University of Manchester, UK, on 21-22
February 2005. The papers are based on work done in conjunction with
the Participation Goup at IDS for the IDS Bulletin *Devel opi ng

Ri ghts?

3. NEWSBLETTER FEATURE - Tribal rights and Accountabilities in India

The Citizenship DRC s Indian partner, PRI A is undertaking research
on the relationship between tribal rights, resources, and
accountabilities in the tribal states of Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and
Orissa. These tribal lands are rich in mneral resources such as

di anonds, iron, and uranium The extraction of these resources has
become a mmj or source of conflict between governnent, industries,

m ni ng conpanies and tribal comunities. Despite a historic and
formal right to |and, the process of rapid industrialisation is
linked to demands by tribal comrunities for new kinds of rights
including the right to land, to water, to a healthy environnent, and
to livelihoods. Wthin this context, there are significant barriers
to building accountability between tribal groups and the institutions
that affect their lives. Currently, the research is focusing on
exploring institutions, actors and processes of industrialisation
that alienate the tribal communities fromtheir land. The research
is also identifying possibilities for influencing and strengthening
accountability relationshi ps between tribal groups, and the state,
and corporate actors. The prelimnary findings show that some key
barriers to increasing accountability in this context include:
-overlapping institutions such as traditional tribal governance
structures and new y-fornmed state governance structures

-the intersection of formal and informal |egal structures

-alliances between corporations and the state for rapid

i ndustrialisation, and

-the strategies used by corporations to avoid accountability and
weaken soci al organisation, such as offering individual conpensation
packages to weaken collective clains

The on-going research will focus on how and when soci al nobilisation
can nmake a difference and inprove accountability rel ationships
between tribal groups and state and corporate actors

For nmore information on this project, please visit our website:

www. drc-citizenship.org, or send an email to drcinfo@ds. ac. uk

4. NEW AND UPCOM NG DOCUMENTS AND PUBLI CATI ONS

Book: Participacdo e Deliberacdo. Teoria Denpcréatica e Experiéncias
Institucionais no Brasil Contenporéneo, by Vera Schattan P. Coel ho e
Mar cos Nobre (orgs.), Brazil: Editora 34, 2004

Cutting edge pack: ‘Citizenship and Gender’, by Shami m Meer and
Charlie Sever, Citizenship DRC in partnership with BRI DGE, avail able
in English and Spanish, is now available in French, and can be
accessed online: http://ww. bridge.ids.ac.uk/non-english. ht n#francai s

IDS Bulletin: “Devel oping Rights?, edited by Jethro Pettit and
Joanna Wheel er, Vol une 36, No.1l, January 2005, available fromthe IDS
Bookshop at: http://ww. ntd. co. uk/idshookshop/details.asp?i d=853

I DS Wor ki ng Paper 234: ‘What is the Rights-Based Approach all about?
Perspectives fromlInternati onal Devel opnment Agencies’, by Celestine
Nyamu- Musenbi and Andrea Cornwal |, Novenber 2004, avail able online
at: http://server.ntd. co. uk/ids/bookshop/ details.asp?i d=847




| DS Wor ki ng Paper 227: *‘Corporate Accountability to the Poor?
Assessing the Effectiveness of Community-Based Strategies’, by N anmh
Garvey and Peter Newell, October 2004, available online at: ww.drc-
citizenship.org

Article: ‘El manejo de cuenca conp una estrategi a de sobrevivencia
comin: reciprocidad y transparencia para una nueva relacién entre
ciudades industriales y areas rural es. Caso Tatahui capan-

Coat zacoal cos, in Revista Electronica REDLACH, forthcom ng at:
http://ww. rlc.fao.org/redes/redl ach/bol etin. htm

Article: ‘La gestion conunitaria y el reconocinmento de | os servicios
anbi ental es de | os ecosi stemas: dos experiencias en el estado de
Veracruz, by Dra. Luisa Paré y Carlos Robles in Florescano, E. and
Avila, P., Agua y lagos en M choacan: una mirada desde | o gl oba
hasta | o | ocal, México: Colegio de M choacan, CONCAULTA and Gobi erno
del estado de M choacan, forthcom ng 2005

5. TO RECEI VE OR STOP RECEI VI NG THI S NEWSLETTER

NOTE: |If you are not on our mailing list but would like to receive
this Newsletter, you can subscribe directly fromour website:

www. drc-citizenship.org or send an e-mail to drcinfo@ds.ac.uk with
‘subscribe’ in the subject line. If you want to stop receiving this
newsl etter at any tinme, you can unsubscribe directly from our
website: www. drc-citizenship.org, or you can send an e-mail to
drcinfo@ds. ac.uk with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line and we will
renove your name pronptly. Do feel free to pass this Newsletter on to
others if you find it interesting.




