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The Devel opnent Research Centre on Citizenship, Participation and
Accountability, or Citizenship DRC, is an international research
partnership exploring new fornms of citizenship. It involves a network
of researchers and practitioners working with research institutions
and civil society organisations located in 7 different countries —
Bangl adesh, Brazil, India, Mexico, N geria, South Africa and the UK
The Citizenship DRC is coordinated fromthe Participation Goup at
the Institute of Devel opment studies at |IDS

In this issue:

1. Recent DRC Activities

2. Upcomi ng Events

3 News| etter Feature: Labour rights and accountability in the
garment sector in Bangl adesh

4, New and Upcom ng DRC docunments and publications

5. To receive or stop receiving this Newsletter

For nmore information on any of these itens visit ww. drc-
citizenship.org

1. RECENT DRC ACTIVITIES

Steering Conmittee Meeting, Septenber 2004

The Steering Committee held a nmeeting in Septenmber 2004 at IDS to
di scuss the tinmetable for DRC work and activities as well as how to
followup on M d-Term Revi ew recommendations. In addition, the
Steering Committee continued di scussions on how to organi se a
possi bl e future phase of the DRC.

Real i sing Rights and Cl ainmng Accountabilities Meeting, Septenber
2004, 1Ds

The research programe on ‘Realising Rights and Cl ai m ng
Accountabilities’ held a neeting in Septenmber 2004 at IDS. The group
di scussed interimresults of the ongoing research projects, and
devel oped connections and |inkages between their work.

Citizenship DRC Internship Programre, June-Septenber 2004

The four IDS students that were granted internships with DRC partners
in Mexico, Bangladesh, Brazil and Nigeria have carried out their work
successfully. Reports and photos on their work will be made avail abl e
on the DRC website in Novenber: www.drc-citizenship.org

Citizenship DRC Annual Report 2003-2004

This year’s annual report describes inportant research insights to
the field of citizenship, participation and accountability com ng out
of the work of the Citizenship DRC. It also provides updates on the
wor k of each research programe, and on nutual capacity building and
inking research and policy activities. The annual report can now be
downl oaded from the DRC website: ww.drc-citizenship.org

Subscription to the Citizenship DRC Newsl etter

Subscri bing or unsubscribing to the Citizenship DRC Newsletter, in
Engl i sh and Spani sh, can now be done online. In addition, past issues
of our newsletter are available to be downl oaded fromthe site.

Pl ease visit our newsletter page at ww. drc-citizenship.org

2. UPCOM NG EVENTS

Central Advisory Review Goup (CARG Meeting, October 2004

The Central Advisory Review Group is a conmttee forned by experts in
the devel opnment field fromaround the world as well as donor
representatives. This comrittee is nmeant to evaluate the work done by
the Citizenship DRC and to provide reconmendati ons on how t he




Citizenship DRC can inprove its practice and organi zation in al
areas of its work. The CARG will be holding its annual review of the
work of the Citizenship DRC at the end of October 2004.

DSA Conf erence, Novenber 2004
The Citizenship DRC will be organizing an informational stall at the
DSA Conference to be held in Novenber in London.

3. NEWSLETTER FEATURE - Labour rights and Accountability in the
garment sector in Bangl adesh

The garment industry has increased considerably in Bangl adesh over
the last years, driven in part by the creation by the governnent of
export processing zones (EPZ) in the outskirts of Dhaka in order to
promote foreign investment in production for export. BIDS, the
Citizenship DRC partner organisation in Bangl adesh, has been
undertaki ng research on nmobilising for corporate accountability by
workers in these areas. Prelinminary research findings point to

i nportant contradictions in increasing accountability on | abour
standards in the garment sector. Though there are many positive

el ements for workers, such as a disposable incone and generally
better | abour standards than outside EPZ, there are inportant
difficulties in increasing accountability for workers. A namin issue
in this conplex context is the inportant gender differences in the
way workers are incorporated due to the internal structure of factory
wor k. Wonen are often in a nore vul nerable position. This is
aggravated by tactics used by factory managenent to undermn ne any
form of worker organization. In addition, the governnent, due to its
econom c interests, and national trade unions, due to their
politisation at the national |evel, have relatively little inpact on
| abour standards in the EPZ. Much of the significant pressure for

| abour standards cones fromexternally inposed standards, as the EPZ
is closely linked to foreign investors and consuners. Internally,
wor kers are increasingly taking informal actions and finding
strategi c openings to pressure conpanies for their |abour standards.
For nmore information on this project, please visit our website:

www. drc-citizenshi p.org, or send an email to drcinfo@ds. ac. uk

4. NEW AND UPCOM NG DRC DOCUMENTS AND PUBLI CATI ONS

Online article: Luisa Paré and Carl os Robles, "El nmanejo de cuenca
conp una estrategia de sobrevivencia comin: reciprocidad y
transparenci a para una nueva rel aci é6n entre ciudades industriales y
areas naturales: el caso Tatahui capan”. This paper can be accessed
online at:

http://ww. f ondom nkachorl avi . org/dtr/ proyect osganadores. htm

Article: Luisa Paré and Carl os Robles, “Participaci 6n ciudadana en e
manej o del agua: una nueva relacion entre el canpo y la ciudad en e
sur de Veracruz” in Ziccardi Alicia (ed.), 2004, Participacién
ciudadana y politicas sociales en el ambito |Iocal, UNAM I ndesol -
Conmecso- México. D.F.

Report: Adri an Gurza Lavalle, Arnab Acharya, and Peter P. Houtzager
“Beyond Conparative Anecdotalism Lesson on Civil Society and
Participation from Sdo Paul o, Brazil® Forthcom ng in ‘Exploring the
Politics of Poverty Reduction: How are the poorest represented?’
Worl d Devel opnent Special Edition. This article can be downl oaded
fromthe Citizenship DRC website: www. drc-citizenship.org

| DS Wor ki ng Paper 227: *‘Corporate Accountability to the Poor?

Assessing the Effectiveness of Community-Based Strategies’, by N amh
Garvey and Peter Newell, October 2004

5. TO RECEI VE OR STOP RECEI VING THI S NEWSLETTER
NOTE: If you are not on our mailing |ist but would like to receive



this Newsletter, you can subscribe directly fromour website:

www. drc-citizenship.org or send an e-mail to drcinfo@ds.ac.uk with
‘subscribe’ in the subject line. If you want to stop receiving this
newsl etter at any tinme, you can unsubscribe directly from our
website: www. drc-citizenship.org, or you can send an e-mail to
drcinfo@ds. ac.uk with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line and we will
renove your nanme pronptly. Do feel free to pass this Newsletter on to
others if you find it interesting.




